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DISTRICT COURT APPOINTMENTS —  
RONALD BIRMINGHAM, QC, AND ANTHONY DERRICK, SC 

Statement by Attorney General 
MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house of recent judicial 
appointments to the District Court of Western Australia. On Tuesday, 1 June, the Governor in Executive Council 
appointed Mr Ronald Birmingham, QC, and Mr Anthony Derrick, SC, as judges of the District Court. Both new 
judges have extensive legal experience, which will assist them in the execution of their new duties. I have every 
expectation that they will both serve the District Court with distinction.  

Mr Birmingham, QC, received his Bachelor of Jurisprudence and his Bachelor of Law from the University of 
Western Australia. Initially, he began practising in the field of commercial and civil litigation before joining the 
bar in 1983. Mr Birmingham’s practise at the bar included opinion work and trial and appellate advocacy in 
commercial, civil and major criminal litigation in courts and tribunals in every state and territory. He has been 
engaged in a wide variety of legal areas, including corporations law, criminal law, defamation, insurance and 
negligence. Between 1997 and 2003, Mr Birmingham was the chairman of the Land Valuation Tribunal, which 
dealt with appeals under the Local Government Act, the Land Tax Assessment Act, the Valuation of Land Act 
and the Strata Titles Act.  

In March 1997, Mr Birmingham was appointed Queen’s Counsel, and on 1 January 2003 he established John 
Toohey Chambers in Perth. Mr Birmingham has also taken an active role in his memberships of the Legal 
Practice Board of WA, the WA Bar Association, the Victorian Bar association, the WA Criminal Lawyers 
Association, the Law Society of WA, the Australian Institute of Judicial Administration and the International 
Commission of Jurists. In 2003, Mr Birmingham was awarded a Centenary Medal for services to the centenary 
of Federation and to the law. 

Mr Derrick, SC graduated in law with honours from the University of Western Australia and commenced articles 
with Freehill Hollingdale and Page in 1990. He was admitted to practice in 1991 and in 1992 joined the Office of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions, where he spent seven years prosecuting matters on behalf of the state and the 
people of Western Australia. Mr Derrick then moved briefly to the Crown Solicitor’s Office in 2001 before 
joining the WA Bar Association and moving to practise as a barrister at Francis Burt Chambers in 2002. In 2009, 
Mr Derrick was appointed to the office of Senior Counsel. 

Mr Derrick has extensive experience in the criminal law area, regularly prosecuting matters on behalf of the state 
and the commonwealth Directors of Public Prosecutions and appearing in the Supreme, District and Children’s 
Courts. While at the bar, Mr Derrick was also regularly briefed by solicitors to appear in civil matters, including 
in the areas of town planning, negligence and professional misconduct by medical practitioners. For a short 
period in 2008, he held an appointment as a District Court commissioner in the civil jurisdiction. 

Of benefit to the profession as a whole, Mr Derrick has presented numerous seminars and workshops for the WA 
Bar Association, the Law Society and the state DPP, and he has taken an interest in the education of young 
lawyers by conducting forensic advocacy units at both the University of Western Australia and Murdoch 
University. He is also a member of the Legal Practice Board of WA, the Council of the WA Bar Association, the 
Criminal Lawyers Association and the Law Society of Western Australia.  

I offer my congratulations to both Mr Derrick and Mr Birmingham on their appointments to such important 
positions and wish them every luck with the challenges their new duties will entail. 
 


